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not bribe himself, but if Catiline's voteis would give him a help, he was not so scrupulous as to be above taking advantage of it. Catiline's humor or the circumstances of the time provided him with a moie honorable support He requited a moie manageable colleague than he could have found in Cicero. Among the candidates was one of Sylla's officers, Cams An-tonius, the uncle of Maic Antony, the triumvir This Antomus had been prosecuted by Caesar for ill-usage of the Macedonians He had been expelled by the censors from the Senate for general woithlessness, but public disgrace seems to have had no effect whatever on the chances of a candidate for the consulship m this singular age Antomus was weak and vicious, and Catiline could mould him as he pleased He had made himself popular by his profusion when sedile in providing shows for the mob. The feeling against the Senate was so bitter that the aristocracy had no chance of carrying a candidate of their own, and the competition was reduced at last to Catiline, Antomus, and Cicero Antomus was certain of his election, and the contest lay between Catiline and Cicero Each of them tiled to gam the support of Antomus and his friends Catihne promised Antomus a revolution, in which they were to share the world between them Cicero promised his influence to obtain some lucrative province for Antomus to misgovern Catiline would probably have succeeded, when the aristocracy, knowing what to expect if so scandalous a pair came into office, threw their weight on Cicero's side, and turned the scale Cicero was liked among the people for his prosecution of Verres, for his support of the Mamlian law, and for the boldness with which he had exposed patncian delmquen-